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Small Business Comments  

Please do all you can to help small businesses succeed!  Help with health care reform with an 

active purchaser status would be a huge step to making good healthcare options affordable to all. 

S. Jeanne LeFever, AIA 

Principal 

Glavé & Holmes Architecture 

elevating the human spirit … 

2101 East Main Street 

Richmond, Virginia 23223 

t: (804) 649-9303 

f: (804) 343-3378 

w: www.glaveandholmes.com 

 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This E-mail and any attachments are private and are intended 

only for the use of the addressee, and may contain privileged and/or confidential information. If 

you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that the use, dissemination, 

distribution, or copying of this E-mail and/or the attachments is strictly prohibited. 

 

Dear Virginia Health Task Force, 

 I am a small business owner in Goochland County, VA. Health insurance is a very important 

issue to me. Not only is it robbing us of income for very little in return (expenses for my 

HEALTHY family of four average over $15,000 a year with virtually nothing paid out by the 

insurance company) but it robs all of us of vital discretionary funds we could use to grow our 

businesses and contribute to the economy.  

I fully support Virginia setting up a health benefit exchange. An "active purchaser" model would 

save money for businesses like mine but for individuals as well. This exchange would need 

rigorous enforcement and oversight so as keep it efficient. Conflict of interest enforcement is at 

the heart of this to maintain the integrity of its potential for savings. 

 I believe bending the cost curve of health insurance in this county is fundamental to turning our 

economy around. I can't begin to imagine the pick up in business that could be realized by 

allowing individuals to keep more of the hard earned incomes rather than turning it over to "for 

profit" businesses that have every interest in taking in as much as possible and paying out as little 

as possible. That is the business model of an insurance company. It is frankly killing this 

country. 

 Respectfully, 

Warren Early 

Courthouse Service Center 

Goochland, VA 

804-556-3441 

http://www.glaveandholmes.com/


 

Sir, 

 

I am a small business owner/operator in Richmond with no ability to provide health insurance to 

myself or my family from my business.  As such, I am very much in favor of the State of 

Virginia setting up a health benefit exchange.  It is my belief that an active purchaser model will 

save both businesses and individuals money, which is critical in these lean times.  But let me add 

one crucial component needed in this model – we MUST have robust conflict of interest rules 

that ensure that the exchange will work in the best interests of all Virginians.   

 

Thanks for the opportunity to voice my concerns.   It’s back to work for me. 

 

Best Regards, 

Charles Stanton 

EmbroidMe of Carytown 

3111 W. Cary St. 

Richmond, VA 23221 

Ph: 804-254-3893 

Fax: 804-254-3895 

email: info@embroidme-carytown.com 

web: www.embroidme-carytown.com 

 

 

  

mailto:info@embroidme-carytown.com
http://www.embroidme-carytown.com/


Dear Directors Jones and Nichols, 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments for your consideration on health benefit 

exchanges. Our comments will be brief and supported by attachments that go into specific 

topics in more detail. We look forward to the September 9 meeting and the dialogue it will foster. 

By cc: I am also formally introducing two of my colleagues. 

Manny Munson-Regala, former deputy secretary of Commerce for the State of Minnesota and 

collaborator on the NAIC proposed model legislation for health care reform. 

Matthew Caimano, Ceridian’s government relations executive for Virginia, and your primary 

point of contact into our organization for any questions or requests for assistance. 

Regarding the memorandum of August 12: 

Section I: We commend your specific delineation of goals and points to “keep in mind” that 

relate to small businesses. With all the dialogue around individual mandates and subsidies, 

some have given the needs of small businesses and their employees short shrift. The creation 

of a strong SHOP exchange both will assist the state exchange in becoming self-sustaining, and 

it creates a positive message of improving the small business climate in your state, which is 

essential to the health of your state economy. 

Section II: You might find it beneficial to also consider the activity of Florida Health Choices, 

which is establishing a small business marketplace, which bears similarities to the SHOP 

component of an AHBE. 

Section V: It is encouraging that you recognize the critical importance of involving key 

stakeholders in your policy discussions. Small business owners have turned away from 

providing insurance to their employees in significant numbers over the past decade. Three 

reasons drive this behavior: 1. Unpredictable and escalating insurance premiums; 2. 

Administrative burden on small employers who typically do not have full HR staff; and 3. 

Dissatisfaction among the employees over the single health plan offered in the employer-

sponsored program. A robust SHOP exchange can expand choice and competitiveness, while 

relieving both the small employer and the insurance carrier of administrative burden. The 

employer can designate the exchange as a qualified Section 125 (cafeteria) plan, providing a 

tax incentive for both the small business owner and the employees. 

The attached white papers address exchange function and small business benefits to Section 

125 plan qualification. We hope they are useful for your discussions, and we look forward to 

seeing you on the 9th. 

Again, thank you for the opportunity to comment. Sincerely, 

Kenneth P. Kunsman | Senior Vice President, Government Relations | Ceridian US 

3201 34th Street South | St. Petersburg. FL 33711 | w:727-395-8529 | Ken.Kunsman@Ceridian.com 

http://www.linkedin.com/in/kenkunsman  

mailto:KeKen.Kunsman@Ceridian.com
http://www.linkedin.com/in/kenkunsman


 

 



 

 



 



 

 



 



 

 



 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 


